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TABLE 2

Stages and Clinical Signs of Hypovolemic Shock 

Heart rate CRT
MM 
color

Peripheral 
pulses

Peripheral blood 
pressure Extremities Body temperature

Compensatory

Cat Rarely recognized (seconds to a few minutes in duration)

Dog Normal or 
increased

1-2 s Normal 
or red

Bounding Normal or 
increased

Normal 
temperature 
to touch

Hypothermic, hyperthermic 
or normothermic

Early decompensatory

Cat Normal or 
decreased

>2 s Pale Weak Low Cool to touch Hypothermic

Dog Increased >2 s Pale to 
white

Weak Normal or 
decreased

Cool to touch Hypothermic, hyperthermic 
or normothermic

Late decompensatory

Cat Decreased >2 s or 
absent

White Absent Low or unable to 
obtain

Cool to cold 
to touch

Hypothermic

Dog Normal or 
decreased

>2 s or 
absent

White Absent Low or unable to 
obtain

Cool to cold 
to touch

Hypothermic, hyperthermic 
or normothermic

CRT, capillary refill time; MM, mucous membrane


