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TABLE 12B

Common Causes of Acute and Chronic Hyponatremia  
in Dogs and Cats  

Acute Chronic*

•	 Consumption of large amounts of fresh water leading to 
acute water intoxication

•	 Infusion of significant volumes of non replacement fluids  
(e.g., administering a 5% dextrose in water solution to a 
dehydrated patient)

•	 Congestive heart failure
•	 Hypoadrenocorticism
•	 Liver dysfunction
•	 Nephrotic syndrome
•	 Renal and gastrointestinal sodium loss

*Consider that patients with vague clinical signs for longer 
than 24–48 hours likely have chronic hyponatremia. 


